The Recount Midterms Creator Summit

HOW WE COVER
ELECTIONS

What we've learned calling races, checking
facts, and covering politics online —
and how to apply It to your own channel.
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OUR CREATOR PHILOSOPHY

38% of Americans ages 18-29 say they regularly get news from influencers on social

media, per Pew Research Center.

Creators offer something newsrooms structurally can't: a two-way connection. You reply
to comments. You engage with your community in person, not just from behind a desk.

You're reachable in a way a news anchor never has been.

Our goal is to combine that accessibility with journalism standards — and give creators

the tools to cover candidates, races, and issues fairly, accurately, and with integrity.

We're not here to tell your audience what to think, or how to vote. We're here to help

you give them what they need to decide that for themselves.
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HOW WE CALL RACES

Election coverage requires an especially high standard of accuracy —
higher than almost anything else you'll cover this year.
Here's how we approach it.

We don’t take a
candidate’s concession
or victory claim as fact.

We use Decision Desk If we're not using
for election calls. Decision Desk, we wait.

They've built a long track record of accuracy We hold until two traditional, reputable

and speed, and they're independent of any news organizations to call the race before we Only an official call counts.

single network’s incentives — their whole do. And then we cite them as our sources. Candidates can say whatever they want

business is being right, not being first on Election Night — that's not the same

(although they usually are first). as the race being decided.
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°° SOME PAST ELECTION
CONTENT

California isn’t alone. States Of the 6 states that have passed new What happens next?

across the country are racing to maps, here’s how those changes The new maps in Texas and Missouri are already
redraw their congressional lines could affect the House makeup™: RN e SR enes

ahead of the 2026 midterms.

+ In Texas, voting rights groups filed a lawsuit that
alleged racial discrimination under the Voting

+5 Democratic seats Rights Act

+5 Republican seats « In Missouri, voters challenged their state's new
maps, arguing the mid-decade redraw violates
Missouri +1 Republican seat the state's constitution, and have started
gathering signatures on a petition to force a

North Carolina +1 Republican seat statewide referendum on the matter.

Meanwhile, Indiana, Kansas, Virginia, and Florida have
all taken steps toward mid-decade redistricting, and
other states could follow.

Ohio +2 Republican seats

Californians vote to | L1\ e Would make districts more

: competitive for Democrats And then there's SCOTUS: The Supreme Court
Y - » ’ T, B appears ready to gut a key part of the Voting Rights
gel rylnandel the State S TOTAL Act next year which could eliminate more than a
. - gerrymandering dozen Democratic districts across the South.
COngeSSlonal map S tO .A’-‘udopted new map favoring Republicans

: Il Adopted new map favoring Democrats Reminder: Democrats currently need three more seats TL:DR — the redistricting b: is far fr er
: ~atc _ | - De als nily need three seals :DR — the redistricting battle is far from over.
faVOI' DeanCI dts i Co SORREpEoicae to flip control of the House of Representatives.

onsidering new map that would favor Dermocrats

ourt-ordered redistricting

We prepped this carousel before the election so that we could post immediately after results were announced.
INn addition to this being a breaking news headline, we used the subsequent slides to put the impact of

California’s vote in context with the other states gerrymandering.
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Political deep dives like these are where you

Midterms Creator Summit

can set yourself apart from other creators
just churning out election updates. |
Although these require in-depth research Mar""”é‘”‘;'merei"
and data, they connect with audiences

becuase they're different from the other

election content people see on the feeds. ‘}" \ |


https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZP8Txcahm/
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZPLFU9Lvo/
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TONE IS
YOURS
TO OWN

Your coverage doesn't need to sound like

ours, or like anyone else’s.

You know your audience better than any
producer or editor does. How you explain a
Senate race to your followers should sound
different depending on who's watching, but

that doesn’t mean sacrificing accuracy.

What can flex:

Your tone, your pacing, how much context you
give, how casual or formal you sound, what you
assume your audience already knows, the format,

the topics you decide to cover

What can’t flex:

The facts themselves
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" HOW TO FACT-CHECK
LIKE A JOURNALIST

Trace it to Independently
the source. corroborate.

Not “someone said,” not a screenshot of a One outlet reporting something isn't

tweet. Always find where the claim originated. the same as it being confirmed.

Separate reporting When you're wrong,
from spin. correct.

What actually happened vs. what someone Deleting instead of correcting looks like you're

wants you to think happened can be different. hiding something, even when you're not.
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A QUICK VOCAB LESSON

Election Night has its own language. Using it correctly makes you sound credible.

“Leading”

Currently ahead in the vote count.

Not the same as winning.

“Too close to call”

The margin is within the range where more

counting could change the outcome.

“Too early to call”

Not enough votes counted yet to know

the outcome with confidence.

“Projected” / “Called”

A race has been decided based on data and

modeling, even if 100% of votes aren’'t counted.
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ALL ABOUT MIRAGES

A “mirage” is when early results seem to favor one candidate, then shift as more

votes are counted. They can happen to either party, because ballots aren't all counted at the
same pace: mail-in ballots take longer than in-person votes, and counties vary in size and
speed.

The most common example is mail-in voting. In recent elections, Republican voters have
leaned toward voting in person and Democratic voters toward voting by mail. Since in-person
votes are usually counted first, early results can favor Republicans before shifting as mail ballots
are added, creating a “red mirage.”

If you don't know a shift like that is possible, it can look alarming — even suspicious.
That's often where “rigged election” claimms come from. But a mirage is a common
feature of how ballots get processed. It is not evidence of manipulation.
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" IMPORTANT RACES
TO WATCH

There are hundreds of races on the ballot. You can’t cover all of them.

We identified 45 House and Senate races that we think are the most competitive
and will decide control of Congress.

If you only have bandwidth to cover a handful of races closely, we suggest you start here.
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THE RECOUNT
CREATOR VOTER GUIDE - 2026 MIDTERMS - NONPARTISAN

l | | | | ]
YO U R C H EA I Let's build your midterm coverage kit.
Answer a few questions and we'll generate story angles, fast facts, and
S H E E I o shareable graphics about one of 45 competitive races catered to your audience.
@
I I I E I lE : : u I I I s What do you want to focus on?
VOT E R G U I D E Pick one to start — you can generate more kits later:

o =

A specific race A specific state

All 45 races, broken down — who's running, the issues

A candidate or contest you're covering Federal or local contests in one state

defining the race, and local reporting to go deeper.
S

A ballot measure
Propositions & referenda on the 2026
ballot

A specificissue

It's free, it's nonpartisan, and

The topics your followers care about

it's yours to use however fits

CANDIDATE NAME OR AS MUCH INFO AS YOU HAVE

your audience. Make it your

own homework, or point your

Not sure of the exact name? Give us as much information as possible.

audience straight to it.


https://www.therecount.com/voter-guide
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SPEND
ELECTION
NIGHT
WITH US

On November 3, we're turning The Recount'’s

NYC office into a working newsroom for a
group of creators. Follow results alongside
our newsroom, tap us for information and
context, create content, and collaborate with

other creators throughout the night.

SCAN TO REQUEST A SPOT


http://therecount.com/election-night
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